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INDEPENDENT REVIEW INTO THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES’ POLICIES 
AND PRACTICES IN THE PLACEMENT OF CHILDREN WITH HARMFUL 

SEXUAL BEHAVIOURS IN RESIDENTIAL CARE SETTINGS 
Statement by Minister for Child Protection 

MS S.F. McGURK (Fremantle — Minister for Child Protection) [12.13 pm]: I rise to speak regarding the 
Independent review into the Department of Communities’ policies and practices in the placement of children with 
harmful sexual behaviours in residential care settings report, tabled this afternoon on behalf of the Commissioner 
for Children and Young People. 
When I first became aware of the case of “Macie” and “Lee”—not their real names—last year, I was deeply concerned 
about what had occurred. The then Department for Child Protection and Family Support, now the Department of 
Communities, made the decision to put these two young people together in a residential group home, and that simply 
should not have happened. Soon after the case was brought to my attention, I asked the Commissioner for Children 
and Young People to immediately undertake an independent review of issues arising from the case that could be 
addressed to safeguard children and young people in WA’s residential care homes. 
I would like to thank everyone involved in the preparation of this report. I would also like to acknowledge the 
young woman at the centre of the report, who wanted her voice to be heard to improve safety for young people in 
out-of-home care. This process has no doubt been difficult for “Macie”, who has since turned 18 and aged out of care. 
I want to reassure members that she continues to be offered support, including counselling, to help get her through 
this challenging period. 
Since these events in 2017, significant changes have occurred to strengthen practice and safety planning for children 
in residential care. This includes additional training for residential care workers in identifying, understanding and 
responding to harmful sexual behaviours displayed by young people, the development of a child-friendly complaints 
policy, and resources to support young people to speak up when they feel uncomfortable or unsafe. The McGowan 
government is resolute in its commitment to responding to the findings of the landmark Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, and has committed significant funding and resources to implement 
its recommendations. It is noteworthy that the royal commission specifically addressed issues canvassed in this 
review, including the challenges, but necessity, of providing a safe and therapeutic environment for children and 
young people in residential care, as well as responding to children and young people with harmful sexual behaviours. 
I reiterate that, as a government, we have committed to implementing all the relevant recommendations from the royal 
commission. As part of this report addresses the issue of harmful sexual behaviours in children, I want to emphasise that 
this is an emerging area of research and practice that no individual, state, jurisdiction or country has fully tackled or 
resolved. In our own efforts to build better knowledge and practice in this area, the McGowan government has invested 
$2 million over two years to the WA Centre for the Pursuit of Excellence in Responding to Child Abuse and Neglect, 
and $2.3 million over five years to contribute towards the National Centre for the Prevention of Child Sexual Abuse. 
It is a reality of child protection work that we care for children who display inappropriate or harmful sexual behaviours, 
and a small number who are reportable offenders, as was the case in this situation. I can confirm that there are no 
children or young people who are reportable offenders residing in the department’s residential care homes with other 
children. I can also now advise the house that the Department of Communities will not knowingly place reportable 
offenders in a residential care setting with other children. I thank the commissioner for tabling this report today, and 
everyone involved in this important review to ensure young people in Western Australia feel safe and protected. 
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